
 

New Canadian Populations and Canada’s National Parks 

During the 2015-2016 season alone, Canada’s national parks, park reserves, and marine conservation areas welcomed about 

14,469,000 visitors (Parks Canada, 2016). Unfortunately, visitation rates are skewed by social location. Although Canadian 

immigrants make up about 25 percent of the country’s population, they only represent about ten percent of the visitors to Canada’s 

national parks and protected areas (Dearden & Rollins, 2009). As such, enabling equal participation in Canada’s national parks for all 

residents requires careful understanding of the barriers that inhibit new Canadians’ involvement.  

Despite some criticism of its simplicity (Aizlewood, Bevelander, & Pendakur, 2006), the marginality hypothesis is widely accepted in 

the literature and speaks to the importance of geographical barriers. This hypothesis “suggests that minority groups suffer from 

historical patterns of discrimination that result primarily in economic disadvantages, thus inhibiting their participation in outdoor 

recreation by means of cost, transportation, information, and other barriers” (Potter, 2015). As Canada becomes a highly-urbanized 

country, where nearly half of Canada’s population resides within the greater Toronto, Vancouver, Montreal and Calgary/Edmonton 

areas (Jager & Halpenny, 2012), and 95 percent of new Canadians settle in these major urban regions (Aizlewood, et al., 2006; 

Statistics Canada, 2013), the importance of geographical barriers increases. As defined by Jager and Halpenny (2012), “urbanization 

increases the distance – both physical and psychological – between Canadians and their natural [surroundings]” (pp. 182-183), often 

making travel to these protected areas impossible for new Canadians. 

New Canadian Populations and Canada’s National Parks highlights the spatial relationships between Canada’s national parks and 

the country’s new Canadian populations. By visually depicting how these factors are intricately tied, Parks Canada, researchers, and 

program planners can better identify key audiences in need of initiatives to break down geographical barriers to participation, and 

highlight the areas that lack national parks and protected areas accessible to new Canadian populations.  

 

 

References 

Aizlewood, A., Bevelander, P., & Pendakur, R. (2006). Recreational participation among ethnic minorities and immigrants in Canada and the Netherlands. 

Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies, 4(3), 1-32. doi:10.1300/J500v04n03_01 

Dearden, P., & Rollins, R. (Eds.). (2009). Parks and protected areas in Canada: Planning and management (3 ed.). Don Mills: Oxford University Press. 

Jager, E., & Halpenny, E. (2012). Supporting the CBD Aichi biodiversity conservation targets through park tourism: A case study of Parks Canada's visitor 

experience programme. PARKS: The International Journal of Protected Areas and Conservation, 18(2), 78-91. 

Parks Canada. (2016, August 31). Parks Canada attendance 2011-12 to 2015-16: National parks, park reserves, & marine conservation areas. Retrieved from 

Government of Canada: http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/docs/pc/attend/table3.aspx 

Potter, S. E. (2015). Accessibility barriers to visitation: New Canadians and our national parks. (Unpublished dissertation). Lakehead University, Thunder Bay. 

Statistics Canada. (2013, February 12). Portrait of immigrants in Canada. Retrieved from Government of Canada: 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/85f0033m/2008018/findings-resultats/portrait-eng.htm 



10°0'0"W20°0'0"W30°0'0"W40°0'0"W50°0'0"W

60°0'0"W

60°0'0"W

70°0'0"W

70°0'0"W

80°0'0"W

80°0'0"W

90°0'0"W100°0'0"W

100°0'0"W

110°0'0"W120°0'0"W

120°0'0"W130°0'0"W140°0'0"W150°0'0"W160°0'0"W170°0'0"W
60

°0'
0"N

50
°0'

0"N

50
°0'

0"N
40

°0'
0"N

40
°0'

0"N

30
°0'

0"N

New Canadian Populations and New Canadian Populations and 
Canada's National ParksCanada's National Parks

0 250 500 750 1,000125
KilometersUnited States of America

Greenland

Iceland

(Alaska)
USA

Canada Albers Equal Area Conic
ESRI Basemap, 2016; NRC CLAB, 2016; Statistics Canada Census, 2011

© Stephanie Potter, 2016

Canadian National Parks

New Canadian Populations
535 - 6,440
6,411 - 18,780
18,781 - 70,695

70,696 - 223,370

223,371 - 381,635

Distance from National Parks

1000 km

125 km

250 km

500 km

750 km

Ireland
Russia


